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or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and 
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HE Words are Part of that Epiſtle, which our 
Lord vouchſafed to write to the Church of Ephe- 
K N ſus by the Hands of St. John; and are an Ex- 
hortation to a very great and neceſſary Duty: Nothing 
being more neceſſary, than that Sinners ſhould have a 
true Senſe of their Diſobedience to the Laws ef GOD; 
ſhould Repent of it, and forſake their Sins; and turn to 
GOD i in Newneſs of Life. The Caſe of all Bodies of 
Chriſtians, and indeed of alt particular Perſons, being the" 
fame now, as was That of the Church of Epheſus formerly, 
(ot of whom may it not be fald, as was faid of that 
Church, that they have ft their fiſt Tove) the Exhor-" 
tation conſequently will be as applicable to Us, as it was to 
| Tn And as it contains the whole Method, and all 
Ws A 2 the 
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the ſeveral Acts of Repentance, till it is brought to Per- 
EY, 1 have choſen to Mun 2 it, at e this Time — 
Things por ee us, and the internal Conviction 1 Senſe 
of every Man's own . call for a more than W 
Humiliation. f 

The Exhortation W coals of _ Parts, contain- 
ing the three moſt eminent Acts of Repentance; which 
are naturally ſubordinate, as the Apoſtle has here placed 


1. That every Suiber ſhould Ranks and Conlider, 
from what State he 7s 1 FORE 


III. That he ſhould in Fact return to the Exerciſe of 

thoſe Duties, from whence he is fallen; which are 
here, with Regard to the former Excellence of the 
Church of Epbeſus, ſtiled The jſt Works. 


All which is enforced with a terrible Tais in 
Caſe this Exhortation ſhould not have a due Effect; Or 
elſe J vill come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
Candleftick out of it's Place. But it is at the fame Time 
intimated, that they ſhould be ſpared, if it produced in 
them Repentance ; Except thou Repent, 


Firft, 
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Firſt, Then, every Sinner ſhould Remember and Con- 
ſider, from what State he is fallen. As for the Epheſians, 
to whom this Exhortation is immediately directed, it may 
reaſonably. be argued from St. Pauls Epiſtle to them, which 
is ſuppoſed to have been written, before he had ſeen them, 
that this People were even at that Time eminent in the 
Chriſtian Faith. And as he afterwards made a long Stay with 
them, it can ſcarce be, but that the Apoſtle's daily Preach- 
ing and Example muſt have raiſed them to great Perfection 
in the Chriſtian Graces and Virtues; and that They, under 
theſe Advantages, as much excelled the Chriſtians of other 
Places, as their City did in Grandeur, and Wealth, and 
Dignity, the other Cities of A/z, of which it is, in many 
ancient Monuments, ſtil'd the Firſt or Chief. Vet this 
Perfection did not laſt long. We find them in this Epiſtile 
tax'd with having 4% their firſt Love; with having cool'd 
in their Zeal and Affection for the Goſpel. They are 
therefore admoniſhed to attend to This; to Remember, how 
much they had departed from that good Diſpoſition, with 
which they had ſet out; and to renew their former Ardor, 
under Penalty of that dreadful Sentence in the Text, of 
having Taken from them the Light and Profeſſion of the 
Goſpel, to which they were growing ſo indifferent. This 
Admonition ſeems to have made a good Impreſſion upon 
their Minds; and to have put a Stop to that Defection, 
which was beginning among them: Inſomuch' that St. 
Jebn, by whoſe Hands they received this Check, was 
pleas'd 


Ads xix. 10, 


“ c A. Sermon —— bafors th the 


pleas d ee to fix his Reſidence in that City, and 
to Honour it with his Preſence even to extreme old Age. 
But this Admonition is not only proper to the Epheſians, 
who bad been eminent in the Profeſſion of the Goſpel ; 
; but extends itſelf to all States and Conditions of Men, when 
they have departed from their Duty. And every one, in 
order to Repent, and do the firſt Works, muſt Remember, 
from whence he fell by his Diſobedience. He muſt Remem-' 
ber, that, while he kept his Innocence, he lived in the Fa- 
vour of GOD; under his conſtant Care and Protection in 
this Life, and under a certain Expectation of eternal Hap- 
pineſs in the other. He muſt Remember, that, in eonſe- 
quence of This, he enjoy'd a perpetual Calmneſs and Se- 
renity of Spirit. Whereas now All within him is dark; 
full of Remorſe and perpetual Upbraidings ; his Soul averſe 
from G0 D and outcaſt from Heaven. He fhould con- 
ſider likewiſe, - that this Diſquiet- and Uneafinefs of his 
Mind, is not only in Fact his preſent State, but that naturally 
and reaſonably it ought to be ſo: And that it is only the 
Foreboding of the eternal Wrath of an offended GOD, 
which will moſt certainly one Time or other overtake him; 
and which, whenever it comes, will come juſtly upon him. 
For as his Sins have been Many; fo he ſhould Confider, 
that they have been attended with great Aggravations, againſt 
Light and Knowledge; againſt a gracious GOP, and a 
moſt Reaſonable, as well as Holy Law ; againſt the Calls 
of the Holy Spirit, and the Dictates of his own Conſcience. 


This, 
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This, or ſomething likce This, is the Method, which 
Private Men muſt take in Examining the State and Condiz - 
tion of their Souls, They muſt lay out their Sins before 
them, in all their Aggravations, in order to have à due 
Senſe of them, and to uſe that deep and ſolemn Sorrow, 
which they require: Not unlike muſt be the Proceeding 
by Natiam of Men, with regard to Public and National 
Sins. They muſt conſider the Corruptions, which over- 
ſpread the Community. They muſt weigh their Guilt, 
and acknowledge their Aggravations ; and muſt fincere- 
ly and devoutly confeſs them befote GOD; eſpecially 
on Days of ſolemn Humiliation, ſuch as This. But 
This is no eaſy Matter to do. Private Men will per- 
haps find it difficult, to Remember accurately even their 
own Sins and Failings : Who then ſhalt recount” the 
Sins of a Whole People, laden with Iniquity? However, 
I will juſt mention a ſew of them, by which may be 
ſeen, how unnaturally we have perverted thoſe great Bleflings 
and 2 of GOD, ure — have 1 the 
By the — it bett 60 to ſet us free 
from that ſpiritual Tyranny, which had long prevail d 
over the Word of GOD ; had murder d and deſtroy d 
Many of GOD's faithful Servants, and oppreſs d them 
All. Ve mere willing for 4 Time to rejoice in this 
Light: And à Love of Religion, a Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of GOD, and a Sobriety of Manners viſibly pre- 
* in the Nation, and made it eminent above it's 
Neighbours. 


8 2 Saunen prenchd before the? - 


N W And if any Period deſerves to be diſtin- 
guiſh'd among us with Honour, it ſeems to be This; when 
the general Life and Converſation of the People may be 
propoſed as our Firſt Works, But as the firſt Tranſports 
ſubſided, our Zeal cool'd, and we /oft our firft Love. In 


Time we loſt our Modeſty. The Loſs of our Modeſty 


took away with it a great Part of our Honeſty. Impudence 
and Knavery attack'd our Religion; firſt in Merriment and 
Jeſting; and when it had been made Ridiculous, it was a 
ready Object for Malice. The Proceeding in this Caſe has 
been not unlike, what was formerly at. Athens with Socrates. 
When an impious Buffoon had expoſed him to the Con- 
tempt; of the Populace, they were ſoon aſter prevail'd upon, 
to Condemn and put to Death that divine en whom 
they had been taught to deſpiſe. - _ 4 

Of late a Tribe of impious and Aagitions: Writirs — 
e their Venom through the Nation, to corrupt it's 
Faith and Morals. Chriſtianity has been avowedly inſulted 
and ſcoffed at. T he Worſhip of GOD. has been deſpiſed, 
and our Churches deſerted. And in one Word, Religion has 
been reduc'd to the State, we ſee; it in at Preſent. From 
hence has followed a Diſſolu tion of all Bonds of Love and 
Union among fellow Sets: And Faction in a 3 
art has overwhelm'd u... 

The Reſtraints of Religion ond Virtue; an hen — 
of. Luxury and Riot, and Fraud and Rapine have grown 
to an amazing Height. We ſeem to have extended our 
Commerce - to the Ends of the Woke chiefly :to im- 

port 
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port ſome Folly or Vice, from * other Nation under 
Heaven. 

For wicked and m as we are, Ie makin Juſtice be 
own'd, that All our Sins are not originally of our own 
ProduR. Many of our Vices (Some of the blackeſt) and 
Much of our Luxury, are of foreign Growth, and imported 
upon us by the Folly of Such, as run mad after Refine- 
ments. It may be hop'd therefore, if ever this Nation re- 
turn to a ſober Senſe of Things, theſe Exotic Vices will be 

the more eaſily parted with. 

But there are ſome Faults, which are 1 our own; 
and which, I doubt, it will not be eaſy to find (in the ſame 
Degree at leaſt) in any other Civilized Nation; I mean 
a Diſregard to the Worſhip of GOD, and a Want of Re- 
verence for Magiſtrates. And 1 join theſe Two together, 
becauſe the latter ſeems naturally to follow from the former. 
For when Men have loſt all Fear of GOD, they naturally 
withdraw all Honour from his Repreſentative, As Theſe 
are almoſt our peculiar Faults, fo are they but of late Ori- 
ginal. Our Fathers generally fear d G OD and the Kine, 
and expreſs d Both, in their Public Worſhip of G O D, and 
Reſpect to Magiſtrates. 

And Magiſtrates themſelves are to confine, whether 1 | 

Part of this Fault can be put to their own Account. They 
ſhould conſider, whether They themſelves give ſo good an 
Example, as they ought, in their Attendance on Divine 
Worſhip. If they find themſelves faulty in this Matter, they 


are not to wonder, if their own Honour is leſſen'd, in the 
B ' ſame 
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fame Proportion, that.GO D's-is; And-that Obedience to 
Religion, and the Laws, - partake of the fame Fate. 

Such a Corruption is a fundamental Leading Evil ; In- 
troductory of all others; And therefore ſhould be imme- 
diately attended to, and reformed ; For if it prevail much 
longer, Impiety and Barbarity meſs overflow the Nation. 


One cannot ſay, All This proceeds from Ignorance. Men 
know their Duty generally well enough. But they value 
themſelves in daring to out-brave both Heaven and Earth. 
GOD ſeems therefore to have begun his Controverſy with us 
himſelf, and to have taken his Cauſe into his own Hand. 
For the preſent Evils and Judgments, which lie upon us, 
are, without Doubt, the Puniſhment or our Sins and Tranſ- 
greſſions againſt Heaven. 

This is the State, into which We are fallen. It becomes 
us to acknowledge and adore the Hand of GOD in it. 
For it is ſurely high Time, to lay theſe Things ſeriouſly 
to Heart: And if we do it, it can ſcarce fail to lead us 
to the 

Second Thing required in the Text, which is, e | 
Remember therefore, from whente thou art fallen, and Re- 
pent. The Term Repentance is not always uſed in the 
fame Latitude. Sometimes it is taken in a larger, and 
ſometimes in a more reſtrain'd Senſe. It ſometimes com- 
prehends under it Sorrow for Sin, Converſion to G OD, 
and Bringing forth Fruits worthy of Repentance ; or, as 
it is expreſs d in the Text, Doing the 0. Works. At 

E other 
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other Times it ſeems to ſignify ſeparately true Sorrow for 
what we have done amiſs ; and ſincere Wiſhing it undone. 
But then it is join'd with other Words, which extend it's 
Signification z as here in the Text, Repent, and Do the firſt 
Works : In other Places, Repent, and turn to GO D, and 
do Works meet for Repentance, For if nothing were re- 

| quired of Men, when they are commanded to Repent, but 
only to be Sorry for their Sins; I believe, it would be no 
very difficult Matter, to perſuade all Sorts of Men to the 
Performance of this Duty, upon that ſhort Proſpect of our 
preſent State, which I have juſt now laid before you, 
Men, who have any Senſe of Religion and Virtue, did 
from the Beginning See and Lament the Exceſs of Wicked- 
neſs, into which we were plunging ourſelves, Their righte- 
ous Souls were grieved with Seeing and Hearing, from 
Day to Day, the unrighteous Deeds, which were daily com- 
mitted, and they were conſtantly Confeſſing, and bewailing 
them before GOD: And Wicked Men themſelves, when 
they ſee the Iſſue of their Wickedneſs, and to what a | 
miſerable State their Sins have brought them, cannot but { 
wiſh, they had not committed them, Unleſs they can delight 1 
in the preſent Diſtractions and Dangers of the Nation, they 
cannot patiently hear the Invaders of it upbraid us with our 
Corruptions, and alledge thoſe Corruptions and Diſorders, 
as the great Encouragement, which has incited them to 
aſſault us. They ſay in their Hearts, Their God has for- 
faken them, perſecute them and take them, for there is 
none ta deliver them. They expect to find us a diſſolute, 
| Tz = I | abandon'd 
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ibandon'd People, loſt to all Order and Virtue; and thence | 
an eafy Prey to an Invader. Can any Engliſhman hear this 
with Patience ? Will he not wiſh at leaſt, that our Con- 
duct had been otherwiſe, and not have given _ warren 
ol Colour for theſe Reproaches ? * l 

Perhaps ſuch Reflections may begin to perſuade us, that 
Virtue is of ſome Uſe to the Public ; that Religion i is the 
Baſis of Society; that Wicked Men can never be Good 
Subjects; and that Impiety diſſolves the whole Bond of 
Government. Theſe Things were always plain to conſider- 
ing Men : It is to be hoped, No One will be fo void of 
Reflection, as not to obſerve them for the future. So 

No Man can be ſo fooliſh, as not to wiſh, the Nation 
were free from the Difficulties and Troubles, it is in; and 
conſequently muſt be diſpleaſed with thoſe Courſes, which, 
by the Confeſſion of our Troublers themſelves, have brought 
them on us. If therefore This was all, that is in it, Re- 
pentance would be no ſuch difficult Matter, as it is com- 
monly repreſented, But we are to go much further; We 
are to conſider ourſelves, as under the Divine Diſpleaſure; 
and are with Confeſſion, and Prayers, and great Humilia- 
tion to endeavour to raiſe up in ourſelves a true Abhorrence 
of our Sins, a Shame and Sorrow for them ; and while we 
actually break them off, by Ceaſing to do Evil, make 
ſtrong Reſolutions againſt Turning to them again. 

This is the Repentance, to which we are called: It is 
not a formal Acknowledgment, that we are Sinners, and 

a flight Calling upon GOD for Merey 3 but 1 it is a total 


and 
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and immediate Forſaking of our Sins, and Turning to 
G O D, which can give us any Hopes of the Divine Pro- 
tection. And ſurely, if ever there was a more than ordi- 
nary Occaſion for this National Repentance, tis the Preſent; 
When our Lives, our Liberty, our Religion, are actually 
attack d by One, who pretends a Right to diſpoſe of them 
all at his Pleaſure, and to reduce us to the loweſt Degree of 
Servitude and Miſery, without Property, and without Laws. 
He has already, by his own fingle Authority, pretended to 
annul one Fundamental Law of our Preſent Settlement; 
and plainly tells us, that all our Laws, made for above 
half a Century- paſt, are without Authority. And his 
Pretenſions are ſupported by the moſt Potent Princes of 
Europe, combin'd together. for our Deſtruction. In fo 
dreadful a Conjuncture as this, to Whom can we fly for 
Relief, but to GOD ons; who ſo n _ upon us 
to return to Him? 

. Thirdly, But This is not All, whit is required of us in 
the Text. We muſt not only ceaſe to do Evil, but ue 
muſt learn to do well, We muſt betake ourſelves to all 
Godlineſs and Virtue of Living; or, as it is expreſs'd in 
the Text, muſt do tbe firſt Works; that is, ſuch Works, 
as the Ephe/ians were eminent for, upon their firſt Con- 
verſion to Chriſtianity ; when they were in earneſt, and 
their Zeal was ſtrong} for the Honour of God, and the 
Intereſt of Virtue. Tis to theſe Times, that our Lord 
m this Epiſtle calls them back, and ſets before. them their 
own Example to copy after, And, I doubt, We of theſe 


later 
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later on muſt be referred to the ſame Time, and aſcend 
up to the Firſt, before we ſhall be able to find Any, we 
can, in all Things, propoſe to ourſelves to follow. And 
the higher we aſcend, the better; till we come to that 
perſect Pattern, 200 left us an Example, that we ſhould 
follow his Steps. Tis to Him that Chriſtians are to look, 
to form themſelves by Him; and to endeavour to become 
Holy in all Manner of Converſation, even as be is Holy. 
If we would propoſe This to ourſelves, we ſhould need no 
other Example or Precept. This may ſuffice for all Pri- 
vate Perſons, 

And Chriſtian Kingdoms 1 Poly being fades up- 
on Laws, agrecable to the Goſpel of Chriſt, and in all 
religious and moral Concerns, derived from it, are to be 
adminiſter'd according to it. And theſe Laws, having 
ſuch a Reference to, and Dependence on the Goſpel, are 
to be conſider d and obey'd, as bound upon Men by the 
Will of God, Occaſional accidental Matters may be va- 
ried, being proper or improper, according as the Circum- 
ſtances of the Commonwealth vary, But Original Fun- 
damental Points are always the ſame, They ſubſiſt through 
all Tunes, and the Public is always to be adminiſter'd 
with a Sacred Regard to them. 

Such are the Principles of Religion and Morality, which 
are enjoin'd by the Laws, and woven into, and ſupported. 
by them, If theſe are at any Time injured, the whole 
Community muſt be in a ſickly and diſorder'd Condition. 
If therefore the Commonwealth appear at any Time to be 


in 
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in a languiſhing or a violent State, Attention ſhould be 
immediately had to theſe Sacred Fundamental Rules; to 
ſee, how they have been obſerved: And if it ſhall appear, 
that the Diſorders complain'd of, ariſe from à Neglect of 
theſe Maxims, it will be very evident, that the Cure na- 
turally muſt be, to return to the Obſervance of them. 

Better and wiſer Laws, than ſuch as are eſtabliſh'd in 
this Land, for the Support of Religion and Virtue, I ſup- 


poſe, fall to the Share of few Chriſtian States. And yet 


ſo it is, and muſt with Shame be confeſs d, that theſe 
Laws have by no Means attain'd their End; and that 
Religion and Virtue are not ſupported in the Manner, the 


| Laws preſcribe. The Reaſon of which is plain. The 


Laws themſelves are but a dead Letter, till they are ani- 
mated by a wiſe and vigorous Execution. And if there 
were no Failure in the Execution, I think it is quite im- 
poſſible, that fo much I pe and Wickedneſs ſhould 

prevail in this Nation, 
1 am not pleading for Forms, or for a | Reftraine on 
peaceable conſcientious Men of any Kind, in their Ways 
of Divine Worſhip, according to the beſt of their Under- 
ſtanding, judging in the Fear of God. I think Liberty of 
that Kind ſhould be indulged, as far as the Truth and Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, and the Good of the Commonwealth will 
permit, But no Society of Rational Creatures ſhould per- 
mit the Majeſty of the Maker and Governor of the World 
to be inſulted. All Laws ſhould be at perpetual irrecon- 
cileable Enmity with Vice and Wickedneſs of all Sorts. 
An 
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And ſo, GOD be praiſed, our Laws in themſelves are. 
And yet what is the Face of Things before us? I have 
no Heart to ſpeak my own Sentiments of theſe Things in 
their proper Expreſſions. Our Enemies triumph in Pro- 
claiming our Shame: And I have no Diſpoſition to add to 
their Pleaſure, But yet, that Things are exceedingly out 
of Order, the mildeſt Man muſt confeſs. And it is too 
ſenſibly felt, that GOD is provoked, and has ſent his 
Judgments upon us for this Reaſon. What therefore ſhall 
we do to difarm his Vengeance, and appeaſe him towards 
us? I have before faid, the Chriſtian Magiſtrate's Rule 
are the Laws of the Land, drawn from, and grounded 
upon the Chriſtian Revelation. The Laws therefore are 
impartially and ſeverely to be executed, and their Edge 
turned againſt all Wickedneſs. They, who are entruſted 
with the Execution of them, are to conſider Themſelves, 
as the Miniſters of God; appointed on Purpoſe to execute 
Wrath againſt Them, that do Evil; and muſt not bear 
the Sword in vain. If they wilfully and corruptly omit 
This, they are juſtly reſponſible for all the Miſchiefs, con- 
ſequent upon their Negligence. Magiſtrates likewiſe are 
conſcientiouſly in their own Perſons to give a good Ex- 
ample of Piety towards G OD; ſhewing by their public 
Reverence and Worſhip of Him, that they are perſuaded, 
They have Themſelves a Maſter and Judge in Heaven, 
to whom they are accountable. Thus they are by their 
ſtrit Regard to all the Rules of Righteouſneſs, and by an 
upright Execution of the Laws againſt all Impiety and 


Immo- 
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Immorality, to endeavour to bring Men back to the Practice 
of Religion and Virtue. If theſe Things were done, they 
would be the likelieſt Means of producing a general Refot- 
mation; and would give us Grounds to hope for GO D's 
Fayour and Bleſſing, and for wy Frome in all ming 
and againſt all Enemies. 

Thus I have gone thro? the ſeveral Branches of this 
weighty Exhortation, and have applied it' both to Private 
Chriſtians, and to whole Bodies of Chriſtian Communi- 
ties; And have, in ſome Meaſure, endeavour'd to ſhew, 
what it requires of Both in their ſeveral Capacities. 

There remains that terrible Threatening, 'wherewith our 
Lord enforces this Admonition upon all Chriſtians; Which 
is in theſe Words, Elſe I will come unto Thee quickly, and 
will remove thy Candleftick out of it's Place, except Thou 
Repent. The Threat of our Lord's Coming to them, is ex- 
preſſive of his Coming to them to Judgment; to take 
Vengeance on them for their Departing from the Love of 
GOD and Regard to his Goſpel. And the Vengeance is 
expreſs'd by Removing their Candleſtick out of it's Place. 

It appears from the 2oth Verſe of the foregoing Chapter, 
that a Candleſtick is here uſed, as an Emblem of a Chriſtian 
Church; The ſeven Candleſticks are the ſeven Churches.' 
So that Removing the Candleſtick out of it's Place muſt 
ſignify the Taking away the Chriſtian Church; the Light 
and Profeſſion and Bleſſings of the Goſpel, from any People: 
Which muſt leave them in ſo forlorn and helpleſs a Con- 
dition, that no Exhortation afterwards could do them any 

C i + Good. 
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Good, It would be to no purpoſe to admonith Perſons in 
this State to Repent. For Repentance itſelf could do them 
no Service; It being owing to the Terms and Faith of 
the Goſpel alone, that Men's Sins are forgiven upon their 
Repentance. And if the Terms and Privileges of the Goſpel 
were taken away, Men would unavoidably be conclud- 
ed under. their Sins; and would have no Means left of 
Removing the Guilt, or Avoiding the Puniſhment of 
them. And the People, who before rejoiced in the Goſpel 
Covenant, would be cut off from their Relation to G O D 
by the Goſpel ; and be left to mix with the other Nations 
of the Earth, under their Idolatries and Corruptions, 

In what Manner GOD was pleas'd to execute this Threat 
on the Ephefians, may be ſeen in the Hiſtories of thoſe 
ſeveral Ages, fince he began to enter into Jadgment with 
them. How at ſeveral Times He let in Infidel Nations 
upon them, who oppreſs'd and enſlaved: them, till at length 
by the long Prevalence of the Infidel Yoke upon all that 
Part of the World, the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and almoſt the very Being of Chriſtian Mea there, became 
wholly Extinct. | 

There is indeed no Infidel Nation near r to be 
ready to Execute the Like Vengeance upon Us, in Caſe we 
thould go on in like Impenitence and Diſobedience, under 
all GO D's gracious Calls to Amendment. But Names 
and Titles fignify but little: And if the Truth and Pro- 
feſſion of the Goſpel be taken away from us, it will make 
no great Difference, whether it be taken away by Men, 
who are called Chri/t:ans or Infidels, The 
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The preſent Attack upon us is in Favour of a bloody 
Superſtition, which retains little of Chriſtianity but the 
Name; and under the Denomination of Cbriſtian, has 
in many Inſtances reſtor d the ancient Heathen Idolatry. 
And what great Advantage is it to preſerve the Name, 
when the Subſtance is loſt? If we are forced to ſubmit to 
Heatheniſh Practices, it will be very ſmall Comfort, that 
they are impos'd upon us by a Body of Men, who claim 
to themſelves alone the Title of the Chriſtian Church. 
If we are forced to pray to New Objects of Worſhip, it 
will be but little Difference, whether you call them Angels 
and Saints, or Demons and Heroes, If we mult fall 
down to Stocks and Stones, we may as well worſhip the 
Statue of Bacchus or Hercules, as of Anthony or Dominic. 
The Idolatry is the fame in either Caſe; only the Object 
of it is in the one Caſe ſtil'd by a Heathen, and in the 
other by a Chriſtian Name. If the Scriptures are put to 
Silence and over-rul'd, and we are obliged to take them, not 
in their own natural Meaning, but according to Interpre- 
tions contrary to all Senſe and Reaſon, it of no great 
Conſequence, whether we have any Scriptures at all, or 
not. If, I fay; we muſt ſubmit to the Dictates of that 
Church, which impoſes theſe Things, How would the 
Light of the Goſpel be in many Points better ſecured to 
us under the Eſtabliſhment of Popery, than of * * 
itſelf? 

This Nation has, ever ſince the Wen vida the 
Object of Envy and Hatred to the whole Body of the 
C2 Church 
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Church of Rome: The Head of which Body has, without 
ceaſing, by Threats and Promiſes and Applications of all 
Kinds, been inſtigating all Popiſh Princes againſt us: And 
has even now ſent into our very Bowels an Inſtrument, 
Born and Nurs'd up almoſt in his own Houſhold, and In- 
ſtructed and Asm'd by himſelf, for the Purpoſe of ſubju- 
gating us to the Popiſh Yoke. Should God in his Wrath 
give Succeſs, to this impious Attempt, our Lot muſt be; 
aboye all others, which ever befel the unhappieſt of the 
Sons of Men, moſt deplorable and moſt helpleſs : Driven 
again un der an Idolatrous Yoke, which was ſo magnani. 
mouſly ſhaken off by our noble Anceſtors, who /oved not 
their Lives, but gave them up unto Death, yielding them- 
ſelves up a Burnt Sacrifice to God, for the Sake of his 
Truth. The fame Mockings and Scourgings, and Bonds 
and Impriſonments and Cruel Deaths would be acted over 
again; and every one muſt be content to Submit to them, 
who would not baſely and wickedly renounce his Reaſon, 
his Conſcience, and his God. That This is no tragical 
Aggravation of this Matter, the Experience of this Nation, 
and the Practice of that Church. in all Countries, where 
they have had Power, makes very Evident, The Hiſto- 
ries of whole Ages are ſcarce any thing, but Accounts of 
their Cruſadoes, and National Maſſacres, wherein whole 
People have at once been expoſed to Butchery. And we 
of this Nation may certainly expect a double Portion of 
their Reſentment, in Revenge of our having ſo long, not 
only withdrawn ourſelves from their Yoke, but allo having 

been 
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been the Public Aſylum and Protectors of all Nations and 
Perſons, who have dar'd to Proteſt againſt their Corruptions. 

In the two Popiſh Reigns fince the Reformation, amidſt 
all the Fears and Sufferings of thoſe Times, there was ſtill 
ſome comfortable Hope and Proſpect, that the Evils would 
not laſt long; and that ſome Others of the Royal Stack, 
being Proteſtants, would re-eſtabliſh Peace and Truth. And 
ſo thro? the Mercy of GOD it happen'd in both Inſtances. 
But our preſent Proſpect is confin'd intirely to This Line of the 
Royal Family ; and if it ſhould pleaſe GOD to take it from 
us, our future Proſpect would be all over gloomy; Tyrants and 
Perſecutors without one Ray of Light and Comfort. This 
Conſideration alone were ſufficient-to endear his Majeſty 
and bis Iſſue to us, that they are under GOD, our only 
Hope and Protection, even if their Own Royal Virtues did 
not recommend them to our Love and Reverence. 

If there are any fo impious, as not to be moved with 
the Corruptions and Impieties of Popery, they are like to 
be ſach, as have no ſmall Regard to their own Intereſts. 
Such therefore would do well to conſider, « that their 
moſt valuable Intereſts and Poſſeſſions have only the ſame 
legal Security with their Religion; that, if the Proteſtant 
Church be deſtroy'd, their Liberties and Properties will go 
along with it; that they have no other Tenure in the one, 
than they have in tlie other; and that this ſame Attempt is 
directed againſt Both. But I will not inſiſt upon This. 
For the Time would fail me but juſt to mention all the 

Evils 
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Evils and the wide Deſtruction, which a would ang 
along with it. 

This is the Meaning of Removing the candiict our of 
itt Place; and theſe are the Conſequences and Effects of 
ſuch a Removal. All which laid together, in their ſpiritual 
and temporal Views, make This the moſt dreadful Judg- 
ment, which is poſſible to be inflited in this Life; com- 
prehenfive of everyEvil, which Chriſtians and Wen can ſuffer | 
or dread, 

There remains only to take Notice, That this dreadful 
Judgment is denounced only in Caſe of Impenitence : If 
we are led to Repentance by it, the Judgment will not come 
upon us; I uill Remove thy Candleſtick out of it's Place, 
except Thou Repent. So that if we Repent, it will not be 
Removed, and this Vengeance ſhall not fall upon us. Theſe 
Threatenings are denounc'd on purpoſe, that Men may take 
Warning, and turn from their evil Ways and avoid them. 
Why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? Turn ye from Tour evil 
Ways and Live. All Threatenings and all Promiſes made 
toNations are Conditional : The Completion of them either 
for Good or Evil depends upon their own Behaviour. Pious 
and Obedient Peopleentitle themſelves to all the Favours and 

_ Bleflingsof GOD's Promiſes; the Wicked and Incorrigi- 
ble draw down upon their own Heads all the Scourges and 
Judgments, He has threatened. So that if we Periſh, our 
Deſtruction muſt be from Ourſelves; from-our own Impie- 
ties and Vices, which we will not be perſuaded to Part with. 
| How 


* 
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How often would 1 have gatbered ou, as a Hen gatberetb 


her Chickens under her Wings, and ye would not? 


In one Word; we ſee our Duty, we ſee our Danger, and 
the only Means of efcaping it. If we be Obedient, Al 
Things ſhall Work together for Good to us; but if we con- 


tinue Diſobedient, there remains only Tribulation and Wrath, 


and the fad Effects of it. GOD prant, that as we See, ſo 
we may in this our Day, Do the Things, which belong to 
our Peace, before they be hid from our Eyes! _ 


Tze E N D. 
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